
www.crisisenvenezuela.org

Bulletin No. 242
From July 25 to August 1, 2022



Bulletin No. 242
From July 25 to August 1, 2022

The Supreme Court of Justice took 15 years in condemning the national
electric company for a girl’s death in the State of Anzoategui

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

15 years, this was the 

time that Gulfan Ramón 

Barrios and Alejandrina del 

Carmen Figuera González 

had to wait for the Supreme 

Court of Justice [TSJ by its 

Spanish initials] to rule in 

their favor and to condemn 

the State-owned electric 

company Corporación Eléctrica Nacional [CORPOELEC 

by its Spanish acronym] for their little girl’s death 

occurred in 2003, when she was barely 3 years old. 

The Political Administrative Chamber “partially 

granted” the claim for material damages and pain and 

suffering that was filed by the girl’s parents against 

CORPOELEC in 2007, and condemned this State-owned 

company to pay 400 petros (24,012 US dollars) as redress 

for the loss they had suffered. 

In the ruling drafted by Magistrate 

Bárbara César Siero admits –fifteen years 

later– the deceased girl’s parent’s 

allegations, who accused the extinct 

electric company Electricidad de Oriente 

[ELEORIENTE by its Spanish acronym] of 

“negligence” for not having performed any 

maintenance to a public lighting electric 

post located at a manga de coleo [a type 

of rodeo consisting of dragging a bullock by its tail] in the 

Municipality of Libertador in the State of Anzoategui, in 

spite that neighbors of that area had reported that failure. 

That omission caused the girl’s demise, who touched the 

post and received an electric discharge causing her 

immediate death.

Sexual orientation and gender 

identity are still taboos and yet another 

reason for rejection, discrimination and 

abuse towards people from the 

LGBTQIA+ community on behalf of 

conservative groups in many States. 

These people frequently see how their 

human rights are being violated, such 

as education, employment or health. 

Homosexuality is punished with the 

death penalty in 11 countries of the world; and it’s illegal in 

70 other countries. According to data from Amnesty 

International, at least 3,664 transgender people were 

murdered because of their identity between January 

2008 and September 2020.

In spite of the incipient advances achieved in matters 

of the LGBTQIA+ community’s rights in Venezuela, there’s 

still a debt that lingers on. Now then, on the occasion of 

the LGBTQIA+ Pride March held in Caracas on July 3rd, 

and the public consultation of the Municipal Ordinance, 

Ordinance for Equality and Non-Discrimination in the 

Municipality of Baruta, that’s currently being discussed 

within the Municipal Council, there have been alarming 

stances in social networks and on 

national television on behalf of 

political actors and civil society 

movements. 

Approaching and addressing 

issues regarding the LGBTQIA+ 

community’s rights are fundamental 

in order to put a stop to the 

discrimination that hinders their 

access to primary health care, the non-recognition of 

same-sex parenting unions, accessing property benefits, 

as well as how their mental health is affected due to the 

discrimination and segregation imposed by political 

actors, members of civil society or religious groups 

towards this community’s annihilation and elimination. We 

must opt for the equality that should exist concerning all 

Venezuelans’ rights and guarantees in order to build a 

country with freedom and plurality, bringing all ways of 

life together. 

Multicolor stigmatization: Hate speeches violate
the LGBTQIA+ community’s human rights

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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The ordinary criminal 

jurisdiction instead of the military 

jurisdiction will be in charge of 

knowing of the case of El Amparo 

massacre. This was decided by the 

Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by 

its Spanish initials] that 

considered that the case of the 

fourteen fishermen that were 

murdered by a police and military 

commission on October 29th, 

1988 at the Las Coloradas Channel, Municipality of José 

Antonio Páez (State of Apure), doesn’t fall within the 

competence of military justice. The decision was adopted 

by the Criminal Cassation Chamber, in its Ruling Nº 208 

dated June 22nd, 2022, in which it resolved the 

competence conflict that was presented by the Court of 

Appeals of the State of Apure against the Martial Court in 

May this year. The decision was based on the reform of 

the Parliament elected in 2020. That modified the Military 

Justice Organic Code [COJM by its Spanish initials] in 

September 2021 in order to expressly establish that “no 

civilian may be judged by military courts with criminal 

jurisdiction” (Articles 6 and 517) and reinforce that military 

courts can only process “members of the military for 

events stipulated and punished by this code and for 

military misdemeanors according to what is set forth in 

laws regulating the matter.”

The El Amparo massacre was formally reopened since 

2016 when the Constitutional Chamber in its Ruling Nº 

910, annulled the decision of the ad hoc Martial Court that 

in 1998 closed the process 

against the 15 members of the 

police and military commission 

of the extinct José Antonio 

Páez Specific Command 

[CEJAP by its Spanish 

acronym], accused of 

murdering the fishermen and 

later presenting them as 

Colombian guerillas; however, 

the testimonies of Wolmer 

Gregorio Pinilla y José Augusto Arias, two survivors, 

revealed that the official version was a fallacy. 

The inability of Venezuelan justice of punishing those 

who are responsible for this event marked Venezuela’s 

first conviction before the Inter-American Court of Human 

Rights (I/A Court H.R.) in 1996. In this decision, the 

continental court ordered the authorities to identify and 

punish the authors of the massacre. Nevertheless, the 

State has barely complied with the material redresses that 

were ordered. Acceso a la Justicia expects that the will 

that has been shown in judging cases occurred before 

1998 is the same for investigating and trying those 

responsible for the crimes against humanity committed in 

2014 onwards, for which Venezuela is being investigated 

in the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

The Supreme Court of Justice leaves the case of El Amparo massacre

in the hands of ordinary criminal justice

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Commencement date of the FundaRedes trial
was deferred for no apparent reason

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of July 29th, 2022 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since January 

1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 

presented before military courts. 

Up to this date we have accrued a 

historical number of 3,669 political 

prisoners, of which 3,425 have been 

released under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in the 

country. As of July 29th, 2022 the number is 244 people, out 

of which 16 are women. Additionally, 9,421 people were or are 

being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 

cautionary measures. 

The commencement date of the trial in the 

cause of action that was arbitrarily filed against 

Javier Tarazona, Rafael Tarazona and Omar de 

Dios García, a criminal process opened because of 

the complaints they had filed at the time, acting as 

directors and members of the NGO FundaRedes, 

regarding the serious irregularities occurring in 

the Venezuelan border states in which irregular 

armed groups are acting with total impunity. 

However, even though all parties were present, 

including Javier Tarazona, who had been transferred from El 

Helicoide [government facility used for torturing political 

prisoners and headquarters of the Bolivarian National 

Intelligence Service (SEBIN)], the hearing was deferred to 

August 8th without any explanations whatsoever.

https://bit.ly/3OSxNHH
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza proposed solutions to the
Complex Humanitarian Emergency in mock UN Model

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza along with 

Embajadores Comunitarios [Community 

Ambassadors] and the Venezuelan 

United Nations Model [MOVENU by its 

Spanish acronym] organized a 

simulation held at the Universidad 

Metropolitana on July 23rd in order to 

debate and propose solutions to the 

problems and needs proposed in the 

report Venezuela in Figures 2021 [Venezuela en cifras 

2021]. 

The drill served as practice to the 17 participating 

delegations for the annual edition of the Venezuelan 

United Nations Model, which represented the Universidad 

Central de Venezuela, Universidad Simón Bolívar, 

Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 

Universidad Metropolitana, San Agustín 

School of El Paraiso, Cumbres School, 

El Peñón School, Jefferson School, and 

San Ignacio de Loyola School. In order 

to delegate, all of them had to read the 

study that collects the information of 

the information of the economic, social 

and cultural rights, as well as those 

regarding freedoms in Venezuela. 

The activity was performed by seven committees that 

addressed the topics: migratory crisis, enforced 

migration, inequalities in social services for children from 

vulnerable countries, environmental sustainability, oil 

spills, among others.

Transit is one of the most critical 

stages of the migratory process, 

most of all when it occurs through 

clandestine paths wherein migrants 

and refugees face natural perils, but 

also to territories that have been 

appropriated or seized by irregular 

groups, human trafficking networks, 

and organized crime. Furthermore, 

where States haven’t provided economic resources, 

security, or a work agenda for addressing the dramatic 

situation suffered by those who set out on these 

dangerous border crossings. Migrant and refugee women 

are exposed more severely than men to robberies, 

extortions, and most of all sexual violence and 

gender-based discrimination. In many occasions, women 

make travel arrangements such as moves, guides, 

temporary host locations for spending the night, among 

other understandings, that end up being highly 

dangerous because they’re deceived by these people that 

act as support groups, but in reality they’re irregular 

organizations infiltrated, in many cases, by human 

trafficking networks.

In this sense, migrant and refugee women’s access to 

information is fundamental and urgent in order to prevent 

violence. Women leaving Venezuela through these paths 

do so under the despair of fleeing from a crisis for which 

they don’t have any means of survival. That makes them 

vulnerable and helpless to these groups, especially to 

those dealing with human trafficking. In most cases, the 

States don’t get involved in these 

territories or clandestine paths. As a 

matter of fact, in some cases, it’s the 

very same officers guarding the 

borders who become part of the 

problem. Furthermore, these women 

are unaware of their rights or don’t file 

complaints because of their fear 

regarding their migratory status. In 

addition to the inaction by the States, social activists, 

religious and civil organizations, humanitarian actors, and 

support networks for migrants that offer food, shelter and 

facilities during their journey through different countries, 

have no resources or very limited ones in order to care for 

migrant women received by them in vulnerable 

conditions. 

This alarming situation lived by women during their 

transit towards their final destination require urgent 

actions on behalf of the States for facilitating prevention 

services and access to information, attention and 

assistance in order to ensure a border security system 

prepared with gender-sensitive training, and to finally 

have a justice system that receives all female victims 

regardless of their migratory status and that takes action 

in capturing and investigating the perpetrators of these 

crimes. 

Venezuelan migrant and refugee women face violence
and discrimination due to their gender

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3BM4Tqb
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Alert before militarization risks of education in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Nicolás Maduro recently 

announced the creation of Military 

Community Brigades for 

maintenance and repair of the 

country’s public schools. Guilds, 

unions and civil society 

organizations have made public 

statements against the 

militarization of schools. This 

announcement occurs in a context 

of serious deterioration of the 

educational public education system’s infrastructure, 

product of the downfall of physical money due to years of 

disinvestment and the abandonment of the permanent 

inspection programs of schools and the programming of 

the indispensable work of maintenance and supply. The 

COVID-19 pandemic and the closing of schools for over 

two years accelerated the deterioration process, the 

impossibility on behalf of educational communities of 

attending learning centers and the constant robberies, 

larcenies and vandalisms to schools in situation of 

abandonment. According to estimates of the Venezuelan 

Teachers Federation, in 2021 70% of the schools needed 

reconditioning, according to the Venezuelan Observatory 

of Freedom of Unions, 70% of school didn’t have tap 

water. 

These figures indicate that the educational 

infrastructure conditions are serious are truly deserve the 

attention of the Venezuelan 

State. However, the presence of 

community and military brigades 

don’t guarantee the capacity to 

resolve these issues: without 

resources or technical capacities 

for repairing leaky ceilings and 

roofs or changing piping or 

sanitary parts, the repairs would 

consist of painting and cleaning, 

insufficient for guaranteeing the 

availability, access and acceptability Venezuelan children’s 

right to education. Just like the program “A Drop of Love 

for my School” [“Una gota de amor a mi escuela”] 

announced with the return to face-to-face classes in 2021, 

this strategy based on spasmodic operations will very 

unlikely recover public schools national network. But, 

unlike the previous initiatives similar to this, the 

announced brigades suppose a risk of military control on 

educational communities. 

Guaranteeing the right to education for the entire 

population is an essential part of the development, 

inclusion and fight against inequality and poverty policies. 

Nevertheless, the deterioration in multiple indicators is 

evident, as demonstrated in Provea’s Annual Report 2021. 

We demand that the Venezuelan State designs structural 

policies and assures sufficient resources in order to 

guarantee a dignified future for new generations.


