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GalleGos
A man of determination



A pirogue sails down the Arauca river along its right bank. Thus begins the classic 
of Venezuelan literature Doña Bárbara, once an essential reading for analog high 
school students. In times when Google was a mere fable of science fiction, for many 
the shortcut to learn about the plot and the characters of the novel and answer, 
with some degree of accuracy, the questions of the final exam was the film by Fer-
nando de Fuentes and Miguel Delgado (1943), starred by María Félix and Julián 
Soler. Since neither Netflix nor YouTube existed at the time, people would rent the 
movie, in Betamax or VHS format, from the Mexican cinema section at their nea-
rest video rental shop.

For the generation that attended school in the late 80s, the approach to the work of 
Rómulo Gallegos was traumatic. His legacy was part of the founding myth of de-
mocracy, at a time when it was in crisis. At that moment, a literary movement was 
beginning to flourish throughout the continent and, like all avant-garde move-
ments, to build its identity by positioning itself in contrast to what preceded it. The 
pantheon at which it aimed its darts was made up of the authors of the so-called 
Latin American boom, with Gabriel García Márquez, Mario Vargas Llosa, Julio 
Cortázar and Carlos Fuentes, among others, at the forefront. Although Gallegos 
was not part of that group, in the absence of a Venezuelan referent, the new voices 
of the national letters aimed their criticism at him for symbolizing the cultural 
status quo. Voluntarist, impatient and immature Venezuelans used to believe that 
history was a linear process toward happiness. And that nothing could jeopardize 
what we had built up to that point. The lesson, as we now know, has been as hard 
as bitter. But if the insight into Gallegos was never gentle for teenagers back then, 
the man is nowadays a blurred character from a bygone Venezuela for younger 
generations.

In its quest for diluting collective memory and identity, the totalitarian aspiration 
has launched an offensive at three levels: The self-image of the Venezuelan people; 
how we interact with each other and, finally, how we interact with our surroun-
dings. In short, the strategy involved the imposition of a historical narrative and 
the erosion of civic references; the destruction of the grassroots associative and ho-
rizontal fabric through the statization of everyday life and, thirdly, the destruction 
of the institutional checks and balances and stripping democracy of its content. 
For this reason, the work of rebuilding the country is a political, economic, social 
and anthropological endeavor to regain a decent and autonomous life project that 
aspires to satisfy our material, affective and emotional needs.

This titanic challenge can only be met through the participation of all good-hear-
ted Venezuelans. In order to overcome the socialization of distrust and suspicion, 
a precondition for the detachment that allowed the perpetuation of authoritarian 
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populism, we must deliberately promote spaces of trust, which give us back the 
appreciation of our community capacities. Reclaiming the artists, musicians and 
writers of the past is a tool for this: a memory that paves the way for a consensus 
on our past and future worth and allows us to walk the path together.

Rómulo Gallegos is not only a role model of idiosyncrasy, talent and sensitivity 
that illuminates the winding path of the country’s democratic reconstruction, but 
also a referent for social or popular movements and, especially, for human rights 
activists and defenders. Not only because of the social rights that were promoted 
between 1945 and 1948, in which he had an outstanding role as the first Venezue-
lan president elected by universal, direct and secret vote, a government truncated 
by the sabers. Also for being the first president of the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR), from the moment of its creation until 1963. For this 
reason, Gallegos can be remembered as a human rights defender. If with this work 
we manage to arouse curiosity to (re)discover his figure, we will be satisfied.

Finally, thanks to all the people who made this publication possible.

To the Friedrich-Ebert Foundation (Ildis) for sharing our aspiration to talk about 
human rights in all possible languages. To Hector Torres for accepting the challen-
ge of venturing into the graphic novel. To José Luis Couto for his sleepless nights 
at the drafting table. To Neller Ochoa for the research work. To Carlos Ayala for 
historical advice. To Jesús Rosendo, from Minipress, for his patience and unders-
tanding. And finally to you, for being interested in this experiment, where we try 
to promote a conversation on human rights through comics.

Rafael Uzcategui
Provea Coordinator-General
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Carlos ayala Corao 

Caracas, 1957. Law graduate from Andrés Bello Catholic University 
(1979), Master in Government from Georgetown University (1981), 
Honorary President of the Venezuelan Association of Constitutional 
Law (1995-1997) and UN consultant for the appointment of the Su-
preme Court of Justice in Guatemala (2009). Professor in the gradua-
te courses of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights in San 
José (Costa Rica), Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (1996-1999), and 
President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Hu-
mans (1997-1998). 

As a diplomat, he has conducted on-site observation visits to Mexico 
(1996) and Colombia (1997) and, as president of the IACHR, he hea-
ded visits to Guatemala, Peru (1998) and Paraguay (1999). Facilitator 
before the UN Secretary General under the Geneva Agreement for 
the dispute with Guyana (1996-2000)

Author of several publications on Constitutional Law and Human 
Rights. Currently Vice President of the International Commission of 
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andrés aguilar Mawdsley 

Caracas, 1924–The Hague, 1995. Doctor in Political and Social Scien-
ces from the Central University of Venezuela (1946), Minister of 
Justice in Venezuela (1958-1962), Permanent Delegate of Venezuela 
before the United Nations Organizations in Geneva (1963-1965) and 
Ambassador to the United States (1969-1972). 

Commissioner before the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights from 1972 to 1985, serving as president on several occasions. 
He headed several on-site visits to Panama, Haiti and Nicaragua 
(1978); Argentina (1979) and Colombia (1980). 

He was also Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Venezuela to 
the United Nations Organization (1986-1991) and held two consecu-
tive terms as Judge of the International Court of Justice, a position he 
held from 1991 until he died in 1995.
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luz PatriCia Mejía guerrero 
 
Caracas, 1972. Law graduate from the Faculty of Legal and Political 
Sciences of the Central University of Venezuela (1996), Master in Pu-
blic Law from Carlos III University of Madrid. She has held important 
positions in the Ombudsman’s Office (2002) and the Public Ministry of 
Venezuela (2005) and headed The Venezuelan Education-Action Pro-
gram on Human Rights (PROVEA). 

She was First Vice President of the IACHR in 2008 and President in 
2009. She participated in on-site visits to Jamaica (2008) and Honduras 
(2009 and 2010) and visited Argentina as Rapporteur in 2011. Since 
2013, She has been the Technical Secretary of the Follow-up Mecha-
nism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), part of the In-
ter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and special rapporteur 
of the CIM-OAS.
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MarCo tulio Bruni Celli
 
Anzoátegui, 1932. A sociology graduate from the Central University 
of Venezuela (1956) and lawyer; diplomat, writer and essayist. He 
was a member of Congress (1979-1984) and Member and Vice Pre-
sident of Venezuela’s Advisory Commission on Foreign Relations 
(1984-1994). 

As Commissioner of the IACHR between 1986 and 1993, he made 
important on-site visits to Panama (1989), Peru (1991), Haiti (1991 
and 1993), Nicaragua (1992) and Guatemala (1992). He was appoin-
ted Special Rapporteur in Haiti by the IACHR (1991-1995). 

He has also served as Representative of Venezuela before the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva (1990-1993); Re-
presentative of Venezuela before the World Conference on Human 
Rights (1991-1993) in Geneva; Member of the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee (1992); President of the Venezuelan Human Ri-
ghts Foundation (1992) and Member of the Human Rights Commit-
tee of the Latin American Parliament (1990-1994).
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Freddy enrique gutiérrez trejo
 
Mérida, 1947. Constitutional Lawyer, Professor at the Faculty of Legal 
and Political Sciences of the Central University of Venezuela and Vi-
siting Professor at the University of Bonn (Germany). 

Commissioner of the IACHR from 2004 to 2007. He acted as a delega-
te of the Commission in cases in Peru and Mexico. 

Advisor to Venezuela’s Supreme Court of Justice during an initiative 
carried out in the Social-Political Chamber to introduce a recourse to 
annul the Decree establishing the Orinoco Mining Arc by the Office 
of the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on June 14, 
2016.
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If you want to know more 
about the life of Rómu-
lo Gallegos, scan this QR 
Code.





Someday it will be true.
progress will penetrate

in the plain and barbarism
will go back defeated.

Santos Luzardo
in Doña Barbara.




